
Swell	  2016	  Programme	  
	  

Friday	  11	  March	  2016	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	   	  

10:00	  –	  10:30	   Welcome	  	  

10:30	  –	  11:00	   Kira	  Boulat	  (University	  of	  Fribourg)	  	  
It’s	  all	  about	  strength:	  testing	  a	  pragmatic	  model	  of	  commitment	  

11:00	  –	  11:30	   David	  Correia	  Saavedra	  (University	  of	  Neuchatel)	  
Can	  grammaticalization	  be	  quantified?	  

11:30	  –	  12:00	  
Richard	  Zimmermann	  (University	  of	  Geneva)	  
Possessive	  Have	  and	  Adverb	  Placement	  in	  the	  History	  of	  late	  Modern	  
American	  English	  

12:00	  –	  13:00	   Lunch	  

13:00	  –	  13:30	   Elena Callegaro (University of Zurich) 
Variable Article Use: A Contrastive Study of English and German	  

13:30	  –	  14:00	  
Stefanie Meier (University of Basel) 
Language education as border control – the journey of ‚wanted’ migrants 
through the migration apparatus	  

14:00	  –	  14:30	  
Thomas Messerli (University of Basel)	  	  
Ventriloquist and dummy humour?: Transferring the notion of ventriloquism to 
telecinematic discourse 

14:30	  –	  15:00	   Coffee	  Break	  

15:00	  –	  15:30	  
Virag	  Csillagh	  (University	  of	  Geneva)	  
Global	  language,	  local	  reality:	  students’	  attitudes	  to	  English	  at	  the	  University	  
of	  Geneva,	  a	  study	  of	  selves,	  identity	  and	  economic	  benefits	  

15:30	  –	  16:00	  

David	  Matley	  (University	  of	  Zurich)	  
“Let’s	  See	  How	  Many	  of	  You	  Mother	  Fuckers	  Unfollow	  Me	  for	  This”:	  
Presentation	  of	  the	  Self	  and	  the	  Pragmatic	  Function	  of	  the	  Hashtag	  
#sorrynotsorry	  in	  Non-‐Apologetic	  Instagram	  Posts	  

16:00	  –	  16:30	   Larssyn Staley (University of Zurich)	    
Social variation in address forms	  

16:30	  –	  17:00	   Coffee	  Break	  

17:00	  –	  18:00	   Business	  meeting	  

From	  18:00	   Dinner	  



 
 

Directions from the station 
 
The meeting will be held in MIS 11, room 2.102 (Saal Laure Dupraz). The venue is about 5 – 7 min 
walk from the station, the main entrance to the building is located in front of a parking lot. 

  



 
 
It’s all about strength: testing a pragmatic model of commitment 
Kira Boulat (University of Fribourg), Napoleon Katsos (University of Cambridge) 
and Didier Maillat (University of Fribourg) 
 
Social variation in address forms  
Larssyn Staley (University of Zurich) 
 
University of Neuchâtel Can grammaticalization be quantified? 
David Correia Saavedra 
University of Neuchatel 
 
Possessive Have and Adverb Placement in the History of late Modern American English  
Richard Zimmermann (University of Geneva) 
 
Variable Article Use: A Contrastive Study of English and German (Part of the SPARCLING 
project: Large-scale Annotation and Alignment of Parallel Corpora for the Investigation of 
Linguistic Variation)  
Elena Callegaro University of Zurich 
 
Language education as border control – the journey of ‚wanted’ migrants through the 
migration apparatus 
Stefanie Meier (University of Basel) 
 
Ventriloquist and dummy humour?: Transferring the notion of ventriloquism to 
telecinematic discourse 
Thomas Messerli (University of Basel) 
 
Global language, local reality: students’ attitudes to English at the University of Geneva, a 
study of selves, identity and economic benefits 
Virag Csillagh (University of Geneva) 
 
“Let’s See How Many of You Mother Fuckers Unfollow Me for This”: Presentation of the 
Self and the Pragmatic Function of the Hashtag #sorrynotsorry in Non-Apologetic Instagram 
Posts 
David Matley (University of Zurich) 
 


